
AT THE BAB FOR
Buddenklepper Is Accused of

Setting Fire to His Shops
and Warerooms.

According'to the" Fire Marsha! He
Increased His Insurance and

Removed Goods.

BURNING OIL UPON EXCELSIOR.

That Was What the Firemen Found When

They Arrived.The Accused Man Has
Been Unable to Furnish the Re¬

quired $10,000 Bail.

Through the efforts of Fire Marshal Hoi-
llster, Deputy O'Sullivan and Detective
Sergeant McManus, William F. Budden¬
klepper, formerly a well-to-do business man

of Harlem. Is !u the Tombs charged with
arson In the first degree. Buddenklepper
was a cabinet maker, and had a shop and
warerooms at No. 232 East One Hundred
and Sixth street.
On the night of August 21 last his shop

was burned nnder circumstances that
araused the suspicions of the Fire Marshal,
who began an investigation. On the top
floor of the building the Salvation Army
was holding a meeting, at which fully fifty
persons were present, and they were res¬

cued with considerable difficulty.
The fire had been caused, it was shown,

by an oil stove which was overturned into
a pile of excelsior. The Indications of in¬
cendiarism were considered strong enough
to warrant Buddenklepper.'s arrest. He
was arraigned before Magistrate Kudllch,
who considered the evidence insufficient
4nd discharged him. The Fire Marshal
did not give up the case. He discovered,
according to the evidence placed before the
Grand Jury, that two weeks before the tire
Buddenklepper increased his insurance from
?2,000 to $4,000, giving as his reason that
he had Increased his stock. The insurance
companies refused to pay upon advice of
detectives.
A truckman named John Rafferty, who

has a stand at One Hundred and Sixth
street and Third aveuue. was discovered,
who admitted that a short time before the
I'.re he had taken several truck loads
«f Buddenklepper's furniture to Hyman
Ginsberg, at No. 16fi Eatet One Hundred
and Tenth street. The latter admitted hav¬
ing received them, but said that Budden¬
klepper had afterward removed them. He
told the detectives that Buddenklepper had
made him promise not to tell anybody that
he had removed the goods.

ARIIE8TED AT HIS HOME.
This evidence was given to District-Attor¬

ney Fellows, who assigned Assistant Dis¬
trict-Attorney Henry C. Allen to present
the uiatter to the Grand Jury. An Indict¬
ment was found and Buddenklepper wa& ar¬
rested at his house. No. 1740 Lexington ave¬

nue, late Wednesday night by Detective
Sergeant McManns, of the Fire Marshal's
« ffiee. He was locked up in the East Sixty-
seventh Street Police Station over night
and was arraigned ¦before Judge Cowing
in the Court of General Sessions yesterday
morning.
Buddenklepper is forty years old and a

blond, with a slight mustache. He bore
himself in court with great ooolness. His
wife, a stout, good-humored looking wo¬
man, was in roo*~ >vept
throughout -toner's
fonlMfr'

( rgued at as
,epp» i oeen arrested five

mouthb ago for .,ame offence, and dis¬
charged by -Magistrate Kudllch, he was be
lng placed twice In jeopardy on the same
charge. He asked that bail be fixed al

/

William P. Buddenklepper.
He was arraigned before Judge Cowing in General Sessions yesterday, and after

pleading not guilty to a charge of arson in the first degree was sent to the Tombs In

default of $10,000 bail. He is accused of setting fire to his cabinet-making shops and

warerooms after having Increased his insurance from $2,000 $o $4,000. It is also said

that he removed much of his property before the fire. He was arrested once before

on the same charge, but was released in the Police Court.

$1,500. Judge Cowing held the prisoner in
$10,000. No bondsman was secured yester¬
day.

A CONSPIRACY TO CRUSH HIM.

Buddenklepper said after his arraign¬
ment:
"I think It's a conspiracy to crush me.

I wont say now whom I think is at the
bottom of it. I've been five years In this
country, and this is the first smirch on

my character. I did give up my keys to
the landlord after my indictment, and I
gave up my business, simply because this
charge has ruined me. I. was not in the
store for two hours before the fire, and
was at a friend's pext door pli./lng pi¬
nochle. I am confldeht that I shall be able
to prove my Innocence."
Fire Marshal Hollister said yesterday that

he has an extraotdlnarliy strong "case
against BuddeftVlepper. A workman who
was in the latter's employ will, it is said,
testify that his employer was seen about
the premises a short time before the fire
was discovered. Before Magistrate Kud-
llch Buddenklepper swore that he had left
for home fully two hours prior to the fire,
and that he was playing pinochle when told
of it. A representative of the Fire Marshal
said last evening:
"We will be able to prove that his stock,

while insured for $4,000, was not worth
more than $400. Besides the stuff he sent
to Ginsberg, in One Hundred and Tenth
street, he sept a lot to his mother-in-law.
We also havie evidence to -show that two
weeks before the fire he bought two bales
of excelsior, which he never used in his
business. At the time of the flte the fire¬
men found it scattered over the floor, apd
an oil stove overturned in it."

THEY SAW BUDT®? per.

Captain Si^isberg, in charge of the Si'
vation Army branch that occupied the
top floor of the building, said that he
saw Buddenklepper on the fire-escape at
0:50 p. m., and the alarm of tire was
turned in at 7:15 p. m. Frank Zeller, son
of Buddenklepperi landlord, said yester¬
day:
"Buddenklepper was in partnership with

a man named Weill some months before
the fire, and they quarrelled. After liti¬
gation Justice Ingraham gave Buddenklep¬
per the sole right to enter the place, and
soon afterward he bought out Weill. Three
weeks before the fire Buddenklepper came

to me excitedly and said, 'I am afraid
Weill is trying to burn me out. He has a

bad reputation.'
"He then took me into the place and

showed ma in a crack under the stove
matches strung along a wire with paper
fastening them together. A fireman of
Engine Company No. 14 investigated, and
no paper like that used could be found
about the store."
Zeller was one of the first to enter the

store after the fire.
"Fifty feet from the entrance," he con¬

tinued. "excelsior lay in heaps, covering
a space of fifteen feet. All about were

three, four and five gallon cans, with the
cork« out. The excelsior smelled of tur¬
pentine and benzine, while the furniture
was piled nearly to the ceiling on top of
tlie excelsior "

M. A. Remsen, of No. 1016 Westchester
avenue, who worked in the grocery of
W. I'. Becker, on the first floor, also swore
that Buddenklepper was in the shop within
half an hour of the blaze. He said that he
had left at 7 p. m., and Buddenklepper
was then upstairs.
Jewellers' Board of Trade Election.
The annual meeting of the New York

Jewellers' Board of Trade took place yester¬
day afternoon, at No, 70 Nassau street. The
following directors were elected for this

year: Ira Barrows, E. V. Clergue, William
A. Copeland, George E. Fahys, A. J. G.
Hodenpyl, David Keller, A. Lounsbury,
SetETCi . J*exy, August Oppenhelmer,
Frank H. Richardson. W. I. Rosenfeld, C. F.
Wood and Leo Woraser. The officers
elected for this year were the sawe as last
year, namely: President, A. J. GrHoConpyl;
first vice-president, August Oppenhelmer;
second vice-president, E. Y. Clergue; treas¬
urer, David Keller; secretary ana assistant
treasurer, Herbert M. Condit.

Mrs. Jennie Williams, of Mount
Pleasant, Locked Up in

Ludlow Street Jail.

Dictated Abusive Letters to Her Ten-
Year-Old Daughter and

Mailed Them.

SHOWED THEM TO HER HUSBAND.

He Believed It Was the Work of an Enemy
and Tried to Find the Author.

Authorities Traced Them to

the Woman.

Eleven years ago Jaines Williams mar¬

ried the prettiest girl In Ulster County.
That was what he and his rivals thought.
To-day Mrs. Jennie Williams is a prisoner
in Ludlow Street Jail having been sent

there by United States Commissioner
Shields to await a hearing on Mouday on a

charge of having sent obscene letters

throujfh the mails. Her case is so re-

markable that Anthony Comstock, as well

as the court officials who have been in¬

formed of her actions, declare that "for

thorough depravity her actions cannot be

surpassed."
When she married James Williams, Jen¬

nie was twenty years old, and the daugh¬
ter of a farmer living near "The Corners,"
which Is near Mount Pleasant Depot. She

had always been wayward and headstrong
and had refused to go to school. As a

consequence she had but the rudiments of

an education. She could read and knew

something of the most elementary branches
except writing, which she let severely

alone^
She had been courted by the young far¬

mers In the neighborhood, but had re¬

jected them one after another. When she

finally picked out James Williams for a

husband he was regarded as a lucky niafi.

Williams Is employed by the New York

Central & Hudson River Railroad, and Is

a steady, hardworking man, who has the

respect of his neighbors and has done his

best to take care of his family. Two chil¬

dren were born to the couple. Williams
had bought a little home near "The Cor¬

ners" and had furnished It comfortably.
It was somewhat better than the homes of

his neighbors.
Everything seemed to be going well when

Mrs. Williams met young Jensie Simmons.
He Is the son of a farmer living near

"The Corners," and is now about nineteen
years oyi. It was three years ago that
he met Mrs. Williams. From the first time
he met her young Simmons was greatly
attracted by Mrs. Williams. She had lost
the girlish freshness which had made liei
beauty so well known In Ulster County.
She was still a good looking woman and
one of the kind to captivate the young
farmer's son. He was soon a frequent
visitor at the home of the Wllllamses.
For a time the neighbors thought little

of this. Then they began to talk of It
They had discussed the matter for months
before Williams heard of it. He re

proeched his wife, and she protested thai
all the stories told about her were the In
ventions of the neighbors who had taker
a strong dislike to her. A couple of days
later she showed him a letter she hai
Just received. It was anonymous ant
connected her name with that of youni
Slmr
Williams read the letter and was furious

He said he would find the author and kll
him.for the letter purported to be writ
ten by a man. Securing the envelope

Williams saw that it bore the Mount
Pleasant postmark. Going there he tried
to And out who had mailed it. The Post¬
master, however, could not remember. Not
to be thwarted Williams began securing
specimens of the handwriting of the men
in the neighborhood, hoping by means of
these to" find the author.
Before he had worked long Mrs. Williams

received a second letter. It wae worse than
the first. His work in examining the hand¬
writing had led to nothing as yet, and he
decided that young Jensie Simmons was
the author of the letters. So he started
out to find some of Simmons's handwrit¬
ing. It took him nearly a week to get
what he wanted, and in the meantime the
letters were ,being received daily. Not all
of them were addressed to Mrs. Williams.
Some of them were sent to her little ten-
year-old daughter, Mary. These were as
bad as the ones addressed to Mrs. Will¬
iams, and were so worded as to lead to
the belief that they were written by Jensie
Simmons.
Williams could not satisfy himself of

this, however, and after a talk with the
Mount Pleasant Postmaster he decided to
ask the aid of the Government. So a
statement of the case and one or two of
the letters were sent 011 to Washington.
From there they were forwarded to the
Post Office Department in this city. An¬
thony Comstock was Informed of the case,
and with the Government officials he be¬
gan work.
They were soon satisfied that Mrs. Will¬

iams was sending the letters herself. Op¬
posing this theory was the fact that she
could not write, and for a time the detec¬
tives were at fault. Then they began a

search for any other possible author of the
letters. In a little while they were con¬
vinced that young Simmons had nothing to
do with them. Then they again turned on
Mrs. Williams. By this time they had se¬
cured evidence that she had been seen to
mail one of the letters. With this proof
they cross-examined her closely. SI# final¬
ly broke down, and confessed that in the
hope ,of diverting her husband's suspicions
she had dictated the letters to her ten-
year- old daughter, and had made the lat¬
ter write anil address them. Then she had
mailed the letters at Mount Pleasant as

secretly as possible. The child was called
in by the detectives and corroborated the
statement made by the woman.
On this confession Mrs. Williams was ar¬

rested and taken before Commissioner
Deyo at Kingston. He turned the case
over to Commissioner Shields in this city,
and the latter sent Mrs. Williams to Lud¬
low Street Jail to await further examina¬
tion on Monday.

In the meantime Williams has begun
suit against Jensie Simmons, charging the
latter with alienating Mrs. Williams's af¬
fections. The letters will be used in evi¬
dence in this last suit.

A MOTHER'S PRIMARY RIGHT.

Mrs. Strauch Secures Her Daughter Pend¬

ing an Investigation.
Justice Pryor decided yesterday that a

mother had the first right to her child

Agnes C. Strauch, who seeks a dlvorct
from William F. Strauch, asked th'e Su

preme Court to compel her husband to re

turn her four-year-old daughter Mabel tc

her. The defendant took the little glr
away Be veil or eight days ago. The Justic*
ruled that the child should remain with hei

mother until the Court could decide finally
upon the question of custody, raised bj
Strauch's affidavits to the effect that hii
wife is not a proper person to have coutro
of the girl.
These affidavits state that Mrs. Straucl

has accepted Jrom men gifts of garter
and costly furs, and that nhe receives he
letters through a private box in the Pos
Office. Mrs. Strauch contradicts all o

these statements and accuses her husbani
of being wholly Incompetent to rear littl<
Mabel properly.
Justice Pryor remarked that if the affida

vits were true neither of the parents bai
a right to the child, but that if they wer

false Mrs. Strauch had the first right. H
added:
"I will not go against the law of nature

The mother to whom has fallen the car

and trouble of nurturing and caring fo
her offspring should not be deprived of 1
unless it can be proved absolutely that sh
Is not a proper person to keep it. I wll
aw-ani the custody-r>f- -cMM
mother."
Porte V. Ransom was appointed refere

In the case.

Trouble Between Rival Unions
Made the Contractors

Desperate.
Discharged the Whole Body of Work¬

ers, but Will Re-Engage Them
as Individuals.

THIRTY BIG BUILDINGS AFFECTED.

Board of Walking Delegates Will Meet

To-day.May Order Sympathetic Strikes
on a Larga Scale.One Union

Must Go Uncfcr.
Between 700 and 800 electrical workers

employed by the Electrical Contractors'
Association were locked out at noon yes¬
terday.
The lockout was a surprise to the Elec¬

trical Workers' Union, although they ex¬

pected a hostile demonstration from the
contractors in the near future. The con¬

tractors, however, who have been holding
a series of secret meetings for several
days, took the unions off their guards.
About thirty of the largest buildings in

the city are affected by this lockout, as

far as the electrical workers are concerned.
To-day the men who apply for work as

individuals will be taken back without any
discrimination as to whether they are

union or non-union or what union they be¬
long tot.
The Board of Walking Delegates will

meet to-day and sympathetic strikes on

a large scale may be ordered. The trouble
arose out of the strikes directed by Elec¬
trical Union No. 3 and the Board of Walk
ing Delegates against local union No. C
of the National Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers.
Local Union No. 5 was formed by a num¬

ber of dissatisfied members of No. 3 and
the members of the Electrical Workers'
League. The latter was organized bj
workmen in the employ of the Western
Electric Company, Thames and Greenwich
streets, and was known as a protected
union. That is, it was organized with th(
consent and assistance of employers.
Since Electrical Workers' Union No. 5

Which is not represented in the Board ol
Walking Delegates, was formed, war ha*
been waged upon It by No. 3. The lattei
belonged at one time to the Natlona
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, but be
came a Knight of Labor organization anc

enlisted the sympathies of the Board o

Walking Delegates, with which it is afflli
ated in its fight against No. 5.
As soon as members Of No. 5 were em

ployed on a building the members of No
3 struck for their discharge. Sympathetii
strikes were threatened if the dismlssa
of the obvious men did not take place.
Contractors complained that they coul<

never tell when there would be a strike
Men camexwith union cards and were em

ployed, and straightway all the other unioi
men went on strike. Finally the contract
ors determined to discharge all the me]
and begin anew. They claim that the;
do not object to unions when the union
do not fight among each other and orde

The result of this fight will be the end c
either No. 3 or No. 5. No. 3 has the Boar
of Walking Delegates behind it, and No.
has the backing of the National Brothei
hood of Electrical Workers.
Charles L. Eidlitz, who was secretary c

the Contractors' Association when the gei
eral strike of the Electrical Workers fc
the eight-hour work day took place, sal
la stu .'fffeti-~- . -

"There is no doubt that this fight will di
termlne whether No. 3 or No. 5 of the Ele<
trlcal Workers' unions will go under. >1

ispression is It will be No. 3. All the men
are locked out who are employed by mem¬
bers of the association, and that is more
than four-flfths. Some of the contractors
were with me to-day, but I have decided
not to join in the lock-out at present. I am
employing members of *o. 3, but if they
are troublesome I may join In the lock-out
myself." .

Subscription for Mrs. Sarali Kohn.
Mrs. B. S. Cowen and Mrs. R. W. Blouni,

representing the Hannah Blackburn So¬
ciety, as a relief committee, called at the
Journal office yesterday and left $3, to be
given to Mrs. Sarah Kohn. Mrs. Kolin was
the woman who was abandoned by her hus¬
band five months ago. He left her without
any means of support, with two small chil¬
dren, one three weeks old, the other three
years old. She lived until a week ago at
No. 94 Forsyth street, when she was dis¬
possessed last Friday, but the housekeeper,
Mrs. Weissman, gave her a room in her
apartments. The sum subscribed yesterday
was gratefully accepted by Mrs. Kohn

SDITS TO ORDER,
$I0 to $20.
PANTS TO ORDER,
$3 to $6,

Including Hie fen finest Gins ol
impoflefl nnfl Domestic cms.
The above prices are strictly

Wholesale Prices,
and a saving to you of jnst ONE-HALF
formerly paid to others. All goods
guaranteed pure wool, and no garment
allowed to leave the house unless a

perfect fit.

A Continual Exposition of Novelties and Specials is our Feature. Call every day and you will

find that our offerings are better and our values greater in proportion to price than those in any other

store. The wide-awake readers of the JOURNAL can remember this general truth and save them-

selves the bother of studying advertisements tor special announcements. With us the Spring trade has

begun, and for this season we may be depended upon for special sales almost daily. We could use

columns in a mere catalogue of our goods and would need many volumes to adequately describe them.

We can tell the whole story about our prices in a line, and here it is:

PRICES THE LOWEST.
We sell everything for everybody. We sell cheaper than any other house in the world, but for

cash only. We have the variety in goods to suit the means of the million and of the millionaire.
'
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Sixth Avenue and 14th Street.
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